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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

On Monday morning, the 18th March, our staff and 
students experienced the living heart and soul of a 
Catholic College.  Led by Daile Matabilas, our Year 
13 students provided a liturgy for our College that 
administered to the state of emotional distress we 
were experiencing.  The silence and intent on the 
faces of students was something I have never seen 
before in my many years of teaching.  Students’ 
hung on every word the senior students’ shared and 
joined in every song that was sung, with deep       
reverence.  This was Catholic education at its best.  
Nothing else in the education system can come 
close to it when it addresses tragedy in life.  

Four days earlier we had assembled to celebrate the 
diversity of our College and the unity we have 
throughout most of our daily practices.  During this 
assembly the students shared a common prayer of 
Hope and Peace in eight different languages.  It was 
a powerful statement of unity and diversity within our 
College.  

Four days on from that assembly we had to          
recognise that evil and hatred is still alive and well in 
our world, and that we needed to reaffirm our      
baptismal promise of rejecting all that is evil.  

Today many of our students and staff have been 
fasting during the school day as a sign of solidarity 
with the Muslim community.  By fasting, our students 
and staff brought to mind something of the            
discomfort and pain evidenced in the Muslim      
community and united in a common practice of both 
faiths.  

Fasting and alms giving is one of the five pillars of 
Islam.  Known to many of us as Ramadan, the    
fasting month occurs every lunar year and runs for 
30 days.  No food or water is consumed between 
sunrise and sunset.  Fasting is also an ancient    
practice of Christianity which today is usually        
associated with the Church season of Lent.  

Our Solidarity Fast was optional for students and 
staff, and we emphasised the importance of         
respecting the choices made by individuals.         
Students and staff who participated could have    
water during the school day but no other liquids or 
food.  Throughout the day staff and students        
donated money.  This money will be sent to the 
mosques in Christchurch.  

By now most parents will know that there is an audio 

visual recording of the Christchurch tragedy in        
circulation and some variations of it.  I know that 
some of our students have seen this video.  So far it 
seems that the video has been arriving unsolicited 
and is being shared with recipients via people they 
know overseas.  We are offering help to students 
who have viewed the video, but we do not know how 
many have actually viewed one of the many         
versions now available.   

Could you please ask your children if they have 
seen the video?  Many teenagers will view it         
because they are curious and they have only limited 
empathy at this age.  The contents will be disturbing 
for them, so for those who have seen it could you 
please have a supportive conversation with them 
and get them to remove any copy that they have.  

 

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 

 

  

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
(Year 7 - 13) 

Thursday 4 April and Tuesday 9 April 

3.30 - 5.30pm and 6.00 - 7.00pm 

The School Interviews website is open now to book    
interviews on the above dates.   

How to book: 

 Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 

 Enter the school code:  79cwc 

 Follow the online instructions 

The booking site will close off at 8.00am Thursday 4 
April, then re-open the following morning until it 
closes again at 8.00am on Tuesday 9 April.   

Should you have any difficulty making an appointment, 
please contact Yvette Tattersall at the Student Centre on: 
438 3950, Ext 202. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 1 
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MARCH 

Fri 22 - Sun 24 Kapa Haka Noho Marist House 

Sun 24 - Wed 27 12GEO EOTC Trip Tongariro TBC 

Wed 27 - Fri 29 Senior ART/MED EOTC Trip Wellington  

Thu 28 Special Olympics Swimming Kawakawa TBC 

Sat 30 - Mon 1 Apr Marist Head Prefects Forum Whanganui  

APRIL 

Wed 3 Victoria University Liaison visit  9.00am 

Thu 4 Parent / Teacher Interviews College 3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Fri 5 - Sat 6 Kapa Haka Noho Marist House  

Sat 6 Te Tai Tokerau Regional Kapa Haka Competition ASB Stadium  

Tue 9 Parent / Teacher Interviews College 3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Wed 10 Year 8 HPV Vaccinations  9.00am 

Wed 10 - Thu 11 Tai Tokerau Festival WGHS 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Fri 12 Stations of the Cross Liturgy College Hall TBC 

Fri 12 Last Day of Term 1 School finishes 3.00pm  

Sat 13 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 29 First Day of Term 2 School starts 8.45am 

 



SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 1, Week 8 

WPSSA SWIMMING CHAMPS - RESULTS 

We had four swimmers from Pompallier that attended with 
our Huanui zone team on Wednesday.  They were: Ethan 
Gavin and Zoe Ryan in Year 7, and Eden Hales and    
Hayley Schutte in Year 8.  Kayden Kim was away      
swimming so was unable to attend. 

The weather was good and everyone swam well in their 
heats.  Results were: 

Ethan Gavin (Year 7 Boys)  
1

st
 Backstroke 38.97s, 6

th
 Breaststroke 47.50s, 7

th
 Free-

style 33.69s 

Zoe Ryan (Year 7 Girls) 
8

th
 Breaststroke 52.00s 

Eden Hales (Year 8 Girls) 
3

rd
 Backstroke 37.08s, 9

th
 Freestyle 37.62 

Thanks so much to our parent support Mrs Gavin and Mr 
Hales   

 

 

ERROR IN ATHLETICS RECORD 

Usually all age groups can opt to run in the 400m race.  
However, this year we offered the junior boys and girls to 
run a 300m course instead, as this is what they compete 
in at the next event – the NSS Track & Field             
Championships. 

Unfortunately this was forgotten when comparing the 
times to our old 400m records.   

Our apologies to Carla Meyer for this error. 

NORTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL SWIMMING 
CHAMPS - MISSED RESULT 

In our last newsletter we missed a result, as follows.  Our 
apologies for this oversight. 

Ethan Gavin (Boys 11 years & under)  
1

st
 100m Backstroke 

NORTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL SURFING 
CHAMPS - RESULTS 

Thomas Charlesworth is competing in the NSS     
Surfing Competition, which is held over three dates in 
Term 1 and 2. 

He competes in the U16 Boys group.  The first round was 
held on 28 February, where he gained 2

nd
 place.   

Congratulations Thomas! 

POMPALLIER SPORTS TEAMS 

The Sports Department is working on getting out       
newsletters to all players involved in the various codes. 

Please note that by joining a team, you are agreeing 
to pay the total extra-curricular activity cost, which 
will show on your child’s school account as a      
compulsory charge. 

We appreciate your payment of sports fees by the due 
date, so we can pay all the different sports associations 
as required.  THANKS! 
  
AIMS GAMES - 8 to 13 September 2019, Tauranga  

A newsletter went out last week for all those considering 
an individual sport (badminton, cross country,     
gymnastics, swimming), and students keen to play      
Football and Rugby 7’s. 

If there are any other individual codes you are              
considering, please contact Mrs Yorke for a newsletter. 

There are costs and team management requirements for 
all codes, so please ensure you complete the slip and 
return it as soon as possible (no later than Monday 25 
March) so that we can gauge whether the various  
entries will be possible or not  

Note:  This permission slip does not apply to hockey 
players.   
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TWILIGHT HOCKEY TEAM 

Mr Going sent a message to the Pompallier twilight     
players on 13

th
 March:  “Well done everyone who played 

in last night's game, a good 5-2 win with good passing 
and positioning being a big factor.  Next week is our last 
game.” 

Thank you to Mr Going and Mr Skelton who organised 
this team and have managed them for the short summer 
season. 

I hope the students have enjoyed being involved in sport 
in this team  

NORTH ISLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS ROWING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS - RESULTS 

Dion and Rhys Paget attended this event and were 
rowing in some strong wind conditions. 

Dion placed 5
th
 in U17 Boys single skulls heat 5. 

Rhys placed 5
th
 in U17 Boys single skulls heat 1. 

The boys rowed in the U17 Boys double skulls and placed 
4

th
 in heat 3, then placed 5

th
 in the semi-final and 3

rd
 in the 

B final. 

Well done boys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Dion Paget Rhys Paget 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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SPORTS… continued from page 3 

YEAR 7 & 8 DEVICE LOCKERS 

Lockers are available in the corridor outside Rooms 37 
& 38 for students to store their devices in during the day 
and/or break times.  Simply purchase a padlock from 
the College office for $5.00, choose a locker that is not 
already in use, and put your padlock on for the day! 

HEALTH   
CORNER 

 

Healthy Habits 

Sometimes we just get angry about stuff… all sorts of 
stuff, from things like the events that happened in     
Christchurch, to basic things like “why don't you ever pick 
up your smelly socks” or “why are you always so slow to 
get out of bed?” 

Someone once said "Unforgiveness is like drinking     
poison and expecting someone else to die."  Perhaps it's 
possible to transform anger, disappointment and hurt. 
Have you ever tried to hand it over to Jesus? 

Our emotional health demands that we focus on what is 
beautiful, pure, lovely (check St Paul's list).  

We wish you all a joyful week. 

Johanna Luiten-Parker, TIC HEALTH 

Maths Tuition available, any year level.  $40 per hour.  
Phone Mr Roop Chand:  09 946 0552 or 021 227 6656. 

mailto:chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz


Page 5 

Year 7 Camp 2019, By Zoe Roberts 

All our gear was being unloaded at The Farm, the long 
windy road had obviously been difficult for those who got 
carsick.  I found my group and we gathered all our       
belongings into one area.  It was time to set up our tent. 

All our stuff was in one place!  What an achievement! 

After we all set up camp we were lined up in our activity 
groups so we could find out what our first activity was. 

“Group One, raft building and water slide.”  “Yes!”  I was 
so excited! 

The man who ran that activity was called Ross.  He led us 
over to the raft building first and then the water slide. 

I liked both activities but I really enjoyed the raft building,  
which my group came first in.  Our time was 1 minute and 
thirteen seconds!  That was four seconds off The Farm’s 
HIGH SCORE which was set by one of the camp leaders. 

The water slide was also very exciting.  I was the second 
person to go on it and it felt like my legs were going to fall 
off when I climbed out of the water!  It was fine when you 
first started sliding down, but as you picked up speed it 
became more and more bumpy. 

After a busy day the smell of sausages wafted around the 
camp.  Our stomachs full from our delicious meal of     
potatoes, broccoli and sausages.  Everyone chatting   
noisily as they scraped the last of their dinners from their 
plates.  The line for water was so long my group thought 
that we should have pitched our tent and slept there for 
the night!  We finally got a go at the tap and filled our 
bucket quick smart.  It was nearly dark and everyone was 
getting excited about our night game - Wolfpack. 

At last, our dishes were done and the bell was donging 
noisily.  As group three called out their last member, all 
ears turn to the camp leaders who gave us the             
instructions for Wolfpack. 

I was dressed in the darkest clothes I had with me,      
covered shoes and a torch in hand.  I was ready!  As we 
ventured out into the dark black night we howled like the 
weird people we were.  It was cold…. people were 
scared…. we were having fun! 

Thanks to all the parents who came on camp and helped 
make it such an amazing experience! 

Day Two At The Farm, 
By Georgia Crowe 

It was a cold Thursday morning, I had just woken up 
when I heard the bell.   

I sprang out of bed and ran into the count-off line, the 
frosty grass snapped at my feet as I ran.   

I listened eagerly to see what activity I was doing for the 
first half of the day, I knew that it would either be the mud 
run or motorbikes and horse riding, because I had already 
done raft building and 
the water slide on the 
first day.   

I was relieved to hear 
that I was doing motor 
biking and horse riding.   

We went back in to our 
tents, we got dressed 
and had our delicious 
Weet-Bix for breakfast.   

Day two of our         
fabulously exciting 
camp was about to 

begin!   
 

 

YEAR 7 ADVENTURE CAMP, 2019 



Page 6 

 

 

YEAR 7 ADVENTURE CAMP cont ... 

 


